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viz. 

COPIES OF ALL LETTERS OR MEMORIALS 

Addressed by any Officers of the Board of First Fruits in Ireland, to the 
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Letters or Memorials ; and of any Orders made thereon ; during the years 1822 
and 1 823,— respecting the more exact Valuation and Collection of the Revenue 
arising therefrom. 
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A LIST OF THE SEVERAL DOCUMENTS 
Contained in the following Return. 

A — A Return from Isaac D’Olier, Esq. Secretary to Board of First Fruits- 

dated 3d April 1823 _ ^ 

B. 1 The Memorial of W. Shaw Mason, Esq. Joint Remembrancer and Receiver 
of First Fruits and Twentieth Parts, &c. to the Board of First Fruits- 
dated 20th February 1822 _ 

- p. 4- 

2 Memorial ol W. Shaw Mason, Esq. Joint and Acting Patentee of the Officeof 
l'lfst Fruits, to the Lords of the Treasury ; dated 1 Sth January 1823 - ibid. 

3-.— Commission referred to in the foregoing Memorial - - . . p 6. 

4. — Case on behalf of the First Fruits Office in Ireland - - . p , 

5. Letter from the Right Honourable Henry Goulburn, to W. Show Mason 

Esq ; dated 20th January 1823; and Mr. Shaw Mason's Answer thereto’ 
dated 22d January 1823 t. pi 7 

6— Letter from W. Gregory, Esq. to W. Shaw Mason, Esq. dated 22d February 

1823 ; and Mr. Mason’s Answer, dated 24th of the same month - p. tg. 

7 — Further Case on behalf of the First Frnits Office, transmitted to the Chief 

Secretary of Ireland on the 28th of February 1823 - 
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PAPERS 



3Z/ 



Relating to the First Fruits Revenue in Ireland. 



A. 

A RETURN from Isaac U’Olier, Esq. Secretary to the Board of First Fruits; 
dated 3d April 1 S23. 

By the Board of First Fruits, 3d April, 1823. 

J N reply to the Order of the Honourable the House of Commons, dated 2.1st day 
of March 1823, requiring “ That there be laid before this House, copies of all 
Letters or Memorials, addressed by any officers of the Board or First Fruits in 
Ireland to the Commissioners of that Board, or to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Treasury, 01 to the Chief Secretary of Ireland, with, copies of the answers given to 
such Letters or Memorials, and of any orders made thereon, during the years 1822 
and 1823, respecting the more exact valuation and collection of the Revenue 
arising therefrom ; ” I am directed to state, That no Letter or Memorial from 
any officer ofthe Board of First Fruits has been addressed to the Commissioners 
of that Board respecting the more exact valuation and collection of the revenue 
arising therefrom. 

By Order, 

Isg.a,c D’Olier, Secretary T. F. F. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



B. 1. 

To the Trustees and Commissioners of the First Fruits in Ireland. 

The humble Memorial of William Shaw Mason, Joint Remembrancer and 
Receiver of First Fruits and Twentieth Parts, &c. 

Sheweth, 

That your Memorialist humbly begs leave to lay before your Board the following 
extract from the patent of First Fruits, granted by the Crown in 1812 : — “ We do 
give and grant unto the said Walter James Glascock, Edward Glascock, and 
William Shaw Mason, Esqrs. and the survivors and survivor of them, the said office 
of clerk of the First Fruits and Twentieth Parts, or Remembrancer of First Fruits 
or Twentieth Parts, of all archbishopricks, bishopricks, deanries, archdeaconries, 
prebends, rectories, vicarages, chanterships, and all other ecclesiastical dignities and 
benefices whatsoever, in that part of our united kingdom called Ireland, and of 
commissioner and commissioners from time to time to collect levy and receive, and 
to examine and search for, the just and true value of all and singular the said First 
Fruits and Twentieth Parts of all and singular the said archbishopricks, bishopricks, 
deanries, archdeaconries, prebends, rectories, vicarages, chantorships, and all other 
ecclesiastical dignities and benefices whatsoever ; and to compound and agree for the 
said First Fruits and Twentieth Parts, according to the rates and taxations thereupon 
now made or thereafter to be made, and by different statutes or acts of Parliament 
made, in that part of our united kingdom called Ireland, in the twenty-eighth year 
of the reign of our royal predecessor king Henry the Eighth, one of which acts is 
intituled “ An Act for the First Fruits,” and the other is intituled “ An Act for 
the Twentieth Parts,” ordained or established; and of taking and executing bonds 
and all other securities for the payment of the said First Fruits and Twentieth Parts ; 
and the same bonds and securities to retain in their hands until the debts therein 
contained shall be fully paid off and satisfied, and also full and absolute power and 
authority of giving acquittances for the same First Fruits and Twentieth Parts ; and to 
do and execute all and singular such tilings as our Chancellor, Master of the Rolls, 
and Vice-treasurer of that part of our united kingdom called Ireland, or any of them, 
could or ought to do by virtue of the said acts of Parliament, or either of them, 
concerning the premises, or any of them, if these our letters patent had not been 
made.” 

That for the purpose of carrying into effect the powers which it appears, by the 
aforesaid patent are now vested in him, Memorialist humbly prays that your Board 
will be pleased to grant such sum or sums of money as may be necessary for that 
purpose. 

W. Shaw Mason , 

Joint Rem r and Rec r of First Fruits, &c. 

Record Tower, Lower Castle Yard, 

20th February, 1822. 



B. 2 . 

To the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of William Shaw Mason, Esq. Joint Patentee of the 
office of First Fruits. 

Humbly Sheweth, 

That by letters patent, or commission under the Great Seal, dated the 30th of 
day of May 1812, and duly enrolled in His Majesty’s high court of Chancery, 
the office of clerk of the First Fruits in Ireland was duly granted to your Memo- 
rialist, and his co-patentees therein named, who were thereby also appointed Com- 
missioners from time to time, “ To collect, levy and receive, and to examine and 
search for, the just and true value of all and singular archbishopricks, bishopricks 
and all other ecclesiastical dignities and benefices whatsoever in Ireland ; and to 

compound 
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compound and agree for the said First Fruits, according to the rates and taxations 
thereupon then made, or thereafter to be made ; and by different statutes or acts 
of parliament, made in Ireland in the 28th year of Henry VIII, ordained and 
established, and to do and execute the several other things therein mentioned.” 
And your Memorialist is advised that under and by virtue of that commission 
your Memorialist is now the proper officer of the Crown for the management and 
receipt of the revenue arising from the First Fruits in Ireland. 

Please to see a copy of that commission herewith sent. 

That under the authority of the statute referred to in that commission, several 
valuations of those dignities and benefices have been made in the reign of Henry VIII. 
and of subsequent monarchs, by officers for that purpose appointed by the Crown, 
by commissioners or letters patent under the great seal, who (in like manner as 
your Memorialist now is) were authorized to do and execute all and singular such 
things as the Chancellor, Master of the Rolls, under Treasurer, or any of them, 
ought to do by virtue of the said act of Henry VIII. concerning the premises. 

That the disposal of the revenue arising from the First Fruits, which formerly 
constituted part of the king’s revenue, has been since the reign of Queen Anne 
vested in certain trustees and commissioners, for the purpose of building and 
repairing churches and glebe-houses, and purchasing glebes and impropriations, 
and the maintenance of the poorer clergy ; and from certain official documents, of 
which your Memorialist has now the care, it appears (and so the fact is), that those 
trustees, with a view of assisting the poorer clergy, did in the year 1766 contemplate 
a new and general taxation of all ecclesiastical benefices in Ireland, which if it had 
taken place would have superseded the necessity of several parliamentary grants, 
which have since been made to supply the deficiency of the funds properly applicable 
to that purpose ; but in consequence (as it is apprehended) of those parliamentary 
grants, which commenced about that period, the execution of that salutary plan 
was postponed, and has not yet taken place. 

That the several grants heretofore made by Parliament to the Board of First 
Fruits amount to a very large sum, and therefore when the existing circumstances 
of the country are taken into consideration, your Memorialist humbly submits 
that the exercise of the power, which now appears to be vested in him by law, of 
re-taxing all ecclesiastical benefices, should be considered by your Lordships as an 
object of great national importance, and be entitled to your favour and protection. 
By such exercise, the revenue arising from First Fruits will be really productive, 
and the country relieved from the heavy annual parliamentary grants which have 
heretofore been made to the church. By it a fund will be created for the repay- 
ment of the large loans which have been from time to time advanced to it, and 
the Board of First Fruits will be enabled to answer the purposes of their institution. 

That your Memorialist’s serious attention having been called to the subject by 
orders of the House of Commons, and by the late government of Ireland, he 
felt it his duty to examine into the just and true value of the First Fruits of the 
several ecclesiastical dignities and benefices which have lately become vacant ; and 
your Memorialist having discovered the existence of certain valuations of such 
dignities, made under the Act of 10th William III. and 9th George II. and 
of benefices under the present Stamp Act, your Memorialist intended calling upon 
the several persons who have been promoted to such vacant dignities and benefices, 
and to request them to compound and agree with him for the several sums specified 
in such valuations, as and for the amount of the First Fruits of their several and 
respective ecclesiastical promotions ; but some objections having been made to your 
Memorialist’s relying on the last-mentioned valuations, it has been deemed neces- 
sary, in order to enable him to compound and agree for the amount of such First 
Fruits, that your Memorialist should cause new valuations to be made of the said 
ecclesiastical dignities and benefices, in such manner as his predecessors have 
formerly ; but such valuations cannot be made without incurring some expense. 

That the sums of money now due according to such new valuation, when placed 
to the credit of the Board of First Fruits, would amount to upwards of 80,000 1 . j 
and your Memorialist feeling it his duty so to do, did on the 20th day of February 
last present to that Board a memorial, praying, that for the purpose ol enabling him 
to exercise the powers vested in him by law, they would be pleased to grant to him 
such sum or sums of money as in their opinion should be necessary but no order 
has been made on that memorial, nor has your Memorialist received any official 
communication on the subject. 

290. B That 
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That your Memorialist feels it his duty to your Lordships, and to the public to 
state for your information, the foregoing facts, which are more at length detai ed n 
a copy of a case relating to the office of First Fruits, which is herewith laid before 
you , and humbly prays, that if it shall seem proper to your Lordships that such new 
valuations should be proceeded on, you will be pleased to order a small part of thl 
money voted in the last Session of Parliament to the Board of First Fruks, may be 

tions , the same to be replaced out of the produce arising therefrom ; but, if it shall 
appear to your Lordships under all the circumstances of the case, that your Memo- 
nalist should compound with the several archbishops and bishops, and olher persons 
who may now be hable to the payment of First Fruits, at the mtes specified^ the 

?be? Ta >-t.ons which bear a very small proportion to the just and true value) 
then your Memorialist prays that your Lordships will cause your pleasure on that 
subject to be made known to him, in order that the conduct of your Memorialist 

hTL’gVtThfr e ™S. : and your Mcmoria,ist from ** ~ ^ 

All which is most humbly submitted. 

Record Tower, Dublin Castle, 1 8th January, 1823. ^ Shaw Mason. 



B. 3 . 

Copy Commission referred to in the foregoing Memorial 

IpMiSgi 

determ ‘ ne . the sa!d Otters patent; KnTwye 

Wdlianf'sh an 'l? rant ’ said 

wmm 

contained shall be fully paid off and°s aTisfied ’"amM dl!bts therein 

authority of giving acquittance. for ic-’ t ^ ? fu , £ ntl absolute power and 

do and execute all and singular such thing* arou/SncellorCtr^nX Mlt 

and 
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and Vice-treasurer of that part of Our united kingdom called Ireland, or any of them 
could or ought to do by virtue of the said acts of parliament, or either of them’ 

STde have Tn SeS ’ ° r any n 0f them> ? these °" Ietters P^nt h3d ** been 
made, to have, hold, enjoy and occupy the said office and offices, with all and 

singular the powers and authorities aforesaid, together with all fees, salaries and 

FrlwardP? ^ jn A ? n g‘"g’ unt0 tllem the said Walter James Glascock! 
Edward Glascock, and William Shaw Mason, and the survivors and survivor of them 

theRnlw?) ea T e i pr °™¥ l f Iwa TS. that these Our letters patent be enrolled in 
the Rolls of Our high court of Chancery in that part of Our united kingdom of Great 
dalVrf a |l Man V a \d Ireland, within the space of six months next ensuing the 
d *I f “ es , e P res ?nts. In witness whereof we have .caused these Our letters to be 
made patent. Witness Our aforesaid lieutenant-general and general governor of 
Ireland, at Dublin the 30th day of May, in the 5 2nd year of Our reign 

Westmeath. 

° f f th T e K0US °/ His Ma j cst y’ s hi S b court of Chancery in 
txaiffinMlby 3 * 1 ^ ° f Jlme ’ 52d yKlr ° f tbe reign of ltin S Geor go HI- and 
Richard Hetherington, Dr Keeper of the Rolls. 



B. 4. 

Case on behalf of the First Fruits Office in Ireland (referred to in the foregoing 
Memorial) . 6 

THE revenue of First Fruits or Annates appearsat a very early period to have been 
a tribute or tax paid to the see of Rome, and became a part of the King’s revenue v v ■ r 

arttf thTfelktn t,0n n ViZ ' 1" “f" f * ye “ r ° f ^<*“7 Vm ’ wh “ th o first SS5' 

e^islatuie was passed in England respecting First Fruits. In Ireland ° f . Rome > an d became 

clauS LX P English ‘rt ‘d ^ ° f H f 17 VI11 ' C ' 8 ’ com P risin g many of the 

clauses in the English act, and among others, enacting, that the King and his 

S SoS d and° y T CTer ; 0f eVCTy Per T t0 be n0minated to an archbishop- And in I„la„d by 

rick, bishopnck, and so down to a vicarage, the First Fruits, revenues and profits 28 H “- 8 - 8- 

for one year of such archbishopnck, &c. And that every such person, before he 

receives possession, or meddles with the profits, should pay, compound, or Jree to 

pay to the King s use at reasonable days, upon good securities, the said First 

Fruits for one year ; and by this Act the Chancellor, Master of the Rolls, and Under 

Treasurer, 01 any two of them, or such other person or persons as it should please 

the frTf hl l h T u°i success ° rs >. from time t0 time to depute, by commission under 
the great seal, shall have authority, as well to examine and search for the just and 

limit t0 compound and agree for the rate of the same, and to 

limit reasonable days for the payment thereof. 

See said Act, Irish Statutes, vol. i. page gy. 

I have read it. C. E. A. 

2n t B bVr e f H tUs Act °£ Parl > ame ' lt certain valuations were made in the 
2 9 tb / ear °I Ge " r y VIn - °f the dioceses of Kildare, Ossory and Ferns and the 

Am^nd” Du? C ’ year of the said rei S u of the archdioceses of 

ttelfens ainTn 1 T ( Wh " * heSe ”T made by the Chanc ellor, Master of 
urul pr t b e a <rr V l Tressul F’ “ “X fwo »f ‘horn, or by commissioners appointed 
tb!tS , ea ’- asmentl0ne,i mthe Act ’ d °“ not now appear) but it ap- 
Ireland h where S were . ret “ rned Majesty’s court of Exchequer in 

are Asovlf f they r n0W TT ° f reCOrd ' dt is to be observed here, that there 
” of record of part of the dioceses of Leighlin, Ardfert, and Lis- 

ore, the latter in Trinity College, Dublin, stated to have been made “ de 
Antiquo et in certo tempore,” and “ex veteri taxatione;” but whether these 

wvZr V hh Were ” ade b0f ? re . ° r f Wl ' the Act of Henr r VIII. does not now 
appear. It is however supposed that they were made long anterior thereto. 

After these valuations had been completed, (and they appear to have been the 
-n Ireland in the reign of Henry VIII J it became necessary 

“ PP a r 0f ? CCr t0 manage ‘ he reVenUe ° f FirSt Fr “its! First appointment o, 

ster, gentleman, accordingly appears to have been the first receiver of R “? ,ver of Fir * t 

First Fru,t *' 



Under said act cer- 
tain valuations made 
in the 29ih year of 
Hen. 8. 

And again in 30th 
year of said reign. 

These remain on Re- 
cord in the Exche- 
quer. 

Other* in Trinity 
College, Dublin. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO 



In 1544, Office of 
Clerk of the First 
Fruits established. 



Eng. Act of 3d and 
4th Philip & Mary, 
discharging First 
Fruits. 

Repealed by the 
Irish stat. 2d Eliz. 
c. 3. as if binding 
Ireland. 



Succession of offi- 
cers of First Fruits 
to 1583. 



Second valuation of 
First Fruits in Ire- 
land, 26 Eliz. 1585. 



First Fruits in Ireland, and to have acted as such until the year 1544, when by 
letters patent, bearing date 20th September in that year, the Crown instituted an 
office of clerk of the First Fruits of our kingdom of Ireland, or the office of First 
Frliits of all and singular archbishopricks, bishopricks, archdeaconries, prebends, 
rectories, vicarages, chantries, and other benefices and spiritual promotions what- 
ever, to the king, by authority of the said Irish Act of Parliament granted, and 
thereby made, constituted and ordained, John Margretts clerk of the First Fruits 
aforesaid in Ireland, to be exercised during his life by himself or his sufficient 
deputy. 

See copy of patent. 

• I have read it. C. E. A. 

By an English Act of Parliament, made in the 3d and 4th of Philip and Mary, 
chap. iv. it was enacted, that the payment of First Fruits to the Crown should cease, 
and be clearly extinct, and determine for ever ; but by the Irish statute of 2d 
Eliz. chap. 3, the act of Philip and Mary, as if binding Ireland, is repealed ; and 
it was thereby, among other things, enacted, that the said First Fruits, &c. should 
be paid and payable only to the queen, her heirs, and successors, at the receipt of 
the Exchequer, or in such other places as the queen, her heirs and successors, 
should appoint, in such sort, order and form, as the same should or ought to have 
been paid or payable, in case the said act of Philip and Mary had never been 
made. And it was also enacted, (sect. 4.) that all and singular vicarages, not 
exceeding the yearly value of 6/. 135. 4 d. after the rate and value upon the 
records and books of the rates and values of the First Fruits and Twentieth Parts 
then remaining in the Exchequer, or that should thereafter come and remain in the 
same court, and also all and singular parsonages, not exceeding the yearly value 
of 5 1. as therein mentioned, should be discharged and acquitted for ever of and 
from the said First Fruits. 

See said Act, Statutes at large, Vol. 1. p. 297. 

I have read it. C. E. A. 

Here it is relied, that the words, “ or that should thereafter come and remain 
in the same court,” imply as well all future valuations, as re-valuations to be made 
thereafter, under the circumstances which shall be herein after stated ; and that the 
prospective term of “ from time to time” in the statute of Henry VII I. goes to sup- 
port this position. 

The succession of the officers or clerks of the First Fruits was continued from 
the appointment of the first officer in 1544, as before stated. Thus Richard 
Edwards was appointed by patent in 1561, (after the passing of the last-recited act 
of parliament) vice Margretts, deceased. William Clerk appointed by patent 16th 
February 1577, during pleasure, vice Edwards, deceased. Henry Forest appointed 
23d. October 1579, v ‘ ce Clerk; and Nicholas Kenny appointed 28th May 1580, 
vice Forest; and the same Nicholas Kenny re-appointed by patent, dated 28th 
May 1583. 

The second valuation which appears to have been made in Ireland, is in the 26th 
year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, A. D. 1585, under letters patent, bearing 
date 1st June 1584, granting authority from the Crown to Sir Henry Harrington, 
Knight, or his sufficient deputy (inter alia) to extend, rate and value, for seven 
years next ensuing the date, all and singular such archbishoprick, bishoprick, college, 
hospital, archdeaconry, deaconry, provostship, prebend, parsonage, vicarage, chantrie, 
free chapel, and all other spiritual dignities, benefices and promotions, which already 
were not extended, rated or valued, and so remaining of record in the Exchequer in 
Ireland, whereby the First Fruits and Annates due to the Crown by force of certain 
statutes made in the 26th and 28th year of King Henry VIII. and in the 2d year of 
her said Majesty’s reign, might thereafter the better be contented and paid to the 
Crown, to the good increase of said revenues, both of the casual First Fruits, and also 
of the perpetual 20th parts, with other sundry clauses, matters and articles, mentioned 
and specified in 6aid letters patent, to be put in due execution for the benefit and 
profit of the CroMfti. Soon after the preceding patent was granted, Sir Henry Har- 
rington deputed, by Deed, Rowland Cowyk, Hugh Strowbridgc and Henry Stany- 
hurst, or any two of them, his deputies. And by further letters patent, dated 25th 
March 1585, reciting, that in respect of her Majesty’s dignity and calling, whereby 
the more indifference might be thought to be used in said estates, rates, valuations 

and 
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and taxes, Daniel Bishop of Kildare, was appointed commissioner adjunct, either 
with the said Sir Henry Harrington or his deputies, to make this valuation. Under 
these several letters patent the following Sees were valued, viz. Ardagh, on' • 

4th August 1585; Elphin, on 13th August 1585 ; Killala, and part of Elphin, on 
7th August 1585 ; Killala, on 26th August 1585 ; Clonfert, on 8th September 1585 ; 

Tuam, on 3d October 1 585 ; and Kilmacduagh on 28th October 1 585. In the year 
following, viz. September and October 1586, part of the dioceses of Meath and 
Kildare, in the King’s County, otherwise Offaily and part of Leighlin, were valued 
under the aforesaid letters patent to Sir Henry Harrington, by the aforesaid depu- 
ties, and Nicholas Kenny, gentleman, who appears to have been joined with them as Nicholas Kenny w»» 
a commissioner by letters patent, bearing date 27th August 1586. Here it must be at the time of being 
observed, that Nicholas Kenny was (at the time he was made commissioner to value ckriTor Remem 90 
as aforesaid) clerk or remembrancer of First Fruits under a patent dated 28th May bnmcer of Pint 
1583, as before mentioned. ’ Fruit:*. 

Under the same patent of Sir Henry Harrington the following Sees were after- Further valuation* 
wards taxed by commissioners assigned in that behalf, by virtue of her Majesty’s under * ame P 4,CBt - 
letters patent granted to Sir Henry Harrington ; viz. Kilmore, on 2d June 1 588 ; 

Cork, Ross and Cloyne, on the 16th August 1589; Ardfert, on the 28th May 
159 * * Limerick, on the 14th May 1591 > and Lismore, on the 26th May 1591 ; 
but the remembrancer does not appear to have been joined in these valuations, which 
may be accounted for in consequence of his death, which happened in 1589, when 
he was succeeded by William Dongan, who was afterwards appointed clerk or 
remembrancer of First Fruits by patent dated 28th April 1590. The foregoing are 
the only valuations that can be ascertained to have taken place in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth. 

By letters patent, dated 6th May 1 597 » Hugh Strowbridge was appointed clerk Succession of First 
or remembrancer of First Fruits, in place of Dongan, deceased. Here it will be offi,e,s tv 
observed, that this Hugh Strowbridge was one of the deputies before named of Sir 
Henry Harrington, by whom the valuations of 1585 and 1586, before mentioned, 
were made. In the reign of James I., Francis Edgeworth appears to have succeeded 
Strowbridge as clerk or remembrancer of First Fruits ; and by letters patent, bearing 
date December 1611, the said Francis Edgeworth and William Crofton, esquires, 
were appointed clerks or remembrancers of First Fruits, in as full and ample manner 
as the said Francis Edgeworth then held the same. 

'Fhe next valuation that appears to have taken place in Ireland was in the four- Third valuation of 
teenth year of the said reign, when a commission issued, dated the 5th April First Truks, HJ.1. 
in that year, directed to Christopher, Bishop of Kildare, John Moore, Oliver Flood, 

Francis Edgeworth, esq. clerk and remembrancer of First Fruits and Twentieth Parts, 

Robert Leycester and Colly Philips, uuder which commission the diocese of Kildare 

was valued. — In the same year another commission issued from the Crown, bearing Valuation of ulster 

date 3d October 1 (ill)* directed to Sir Oliver St. John, lord deputy of Ireland, date^sdOccTfli*’. 

Christopher, archbishop of Armagh, Lord Chichester, then high treasurer, George, 

bishop of Meath and jClogher, and Sir Francis Aungier, Master of the Rolls, reciting, 

“ that the estate of the bishopricks and other ecclesiastical benefices within the pro- 
vince of Ulster had lately been established, and the yearly value thereof much aug- 
mented by the King’s princely bounty • yet that there had hitherto come unto the 
Crown little or no profit, either by the First Fruits or Twentieth Parts, by reason that 
theretofore there had not been any taxation made or returned into the Exchequer of 
Ireland of the yearly value thereof, by which, if the said bishopricks and benefices 
should be taxed at the uttermost yearly value, and all the subsidies, first fruits and 
twentieth parts should be paid according to that rate, the condition of the clergy in 
that province, which we have endeavoured to raise, would be much weakened ; for 
avoiding of which inconvenience, it is our gracious . pleasure, in favour of the church, 
to dispense with the strictness of the statute in that behalf made and provided ; and 
therefore we ourselves have thought fit, in our princely discretion, to limit and set 
down the certain taxation of the archbishoprick of Armagh, and of the bishopricks of 
Clogher, Derry, Raphoe, Kilmore, Ardagh, Down, Connorth and Dromore, in our 
said province of Ulster ; and that a like moderate taxation be made of all the spiritual 
livings within the said province.” 'The said commissioners were accordingly ap- 
pointed to examine, search and ^inquire, by the oaths of good and lawful men, and 
by all other good ways and means, what are the reasonable, indifferent and moderate 

290. C yearly 
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yearly values or value of the archbishoprick, fcc. and distinctly to tax, rate, assess 
and set down in particular, the yearly values, according to the rates therein parti- 
cularly specified, the statute of 28 Henry VIII. notwithstanding. 

See copy of this commission. 

I have read it. C. E. A. 



No other valuation 
in the reign of J. J . 
The Primacy and 
other Dioceses, &c. 
re-vahied. 



Under the preceding commission the following valuations were made, viz. the 
dioceses of Connor, Raphoe, Armagh, Clogher, Kilmore, Derry, Down and Dro- 
more, and the deanery of Christ Church, Dublin ; all on the same day, viz. on the 
7th October 1616. No other valuation appears to have been made in the reign of 
James I. ; and here it must be observed, that the Primacy, as before stated, had been 
taxed originally in the 30th year of Henry VIII. at 183/. 17 s. 1 f rf. ; the diocese of 
Ai'dagh in the 1 8th year of Elizabeth, when it was valued at 11/.; and that of Kil- 
more in the 30th year of the same reign, when valued at 26 1 . 135. 4 d. It may also 
be observed, that several rectories and vicarages in the last-mentioned diocese were 
at the same time re-taxed, and the value thereof considerably increased on the 
latter taxation in the time of James I. 



Ireland made” under next a ! K ^ ^ va ^ ua t' ons which appear to have taken place in Ireland were 

Charles '• ma( ‘ e m the reign of Charles I. under a commission from the Crown, bearino- date 

the 6th August 1629, directed to John, Bishop of Killala, Francis, Bishop of 
Limerick, and several others, one of whom was the above-mentioned William Crof- 
ton, the remembrancer and clerk of First Fruits and Twentieth Parts, reciting, that 
the King was credibly given to understand, that as well the several ecclesiastical dig- 
nities, rectories, and other spiritual promotions and livings specified in the schedule 
thereunto annexed, as divers others not as yet known or entered in the offices of our 
chief remembrancer, or the remembrancer or clerk of our First Fruits, and are not as 
yet taxed or rated of record, by which means we have been hitherto wholly bereaved 
of the First Fruits and Twentieth Parts due to us out of the said livings, by the statute 
in that case provided ; the said commissioners were appointed to examine, search 
and inquire, as well by the oath of good and lawful men, as by all other good and 
lawful means and ways to them seeming most expedient, the true, just, whole and 
entire value of the livings in the schedule thereto mentioned, as also of any other 
dignitaries, &c. in the diocese of Limerick and Killaloe, not as yet taxed, or hitherto 
yielding or paying First Fruit or Twentieth Part. Under this commission several 
spiritual livings in the diocese of Limerick and Killaloe were valued on the 1 qth 
September 1629 by Sir Rowland Delahoyde, knight, William Crofton, remem- 
brancer and clerk of First Fruits, and William Bridgdale, commissioners ; and on the 
2d October 1629 by Francis, Bishop of Limerick, the said William Crofton and 
Ldward Sexton, commissioners. 



Under another commission of Charles I. on the 6th August 1629, directed to 
Randal, Archbishop of Tuam, and several others, among whom was the said William 
Crofton, reciting precisely as in the former commission, several livings in the 
dioceses of Elphin, Killaloe and Achonry, were valued on 3d September°i62q by 
Ldward, Bishop of Elphin, the said William Crofton and Josias Lambert; and on 
15th October 1629, by Sir Roger Jones, said William Crofton and others. 



Under another commission of Charles, on the aforesaid 6th August 1620, directed 
to Randal, Archbishop of Tuam, Robert, Bishop of Clonfert, and others, among 
whom was the said William Crofton, reciting precisely as in the former commission, 
several livings in the diocese of Tuam and Clonfert were valued on 7th October 
1629, by the Bishop of Clonfert, the said William Crofton and Malbely Brabazon. 



William Crofton, 
the remembrancer of 
First Fruits, also the 
principal acting 
Commissioner for 
valuing First Fruits 
in all the Commis- 
sions. 

Diocese of Kilfenora 
never subjected to a 
First Fruits taxation, 
and nearly 1,000 rec- 
tories and vicarages 
similarly circum- 
stanced. 



This is the last valuation which appears to have been made in Ireland ; but it is 
observable, that William Crofton, the remembrancer or clerk of the First Fruits was 
the principal acting commissioner in these valuations, no other commissioner but him 
is named in all the commissions ; and he appears to have journeyed through the 
province, and to have made the valuations in junction with such of the commis- 
sioners as had been appointed to meet him in his progress : and here it must also be 
observed, that the diocese of Kilfenora has never been subjected to a First Fruits 
taxation, and that there are nearly one thousand rectories and vicarages in Ireland 
similarly circumstanced. 

> Having thus far stated the several valuations and proceedings which appear to 
have been hitherto adopted in Ireland relative to First Fruits, it may be necessary. 
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in this part of the case, on behalf of the First Fruits Office, to recur to such measures 
as appear to have taken place in England, with respect to this part of the Crown 
revenue previously to this period. 

The First Fruits and Tenths in England were anciently paid to the popes under state of First Fruit! 
several valuations, from time to time, viz. in the reigns of John, and Henry III. and in En S hnd - 
advanced in value by commission from pope Nicholas III. anno 1292, 20th Edward I. Fitzherbert’s Nat. 
which valuation of pope Nicholas still remains in the Exchequer. In the 20th year Brev ' 176 ' 
of Edward III. this tribute was, by an ordinance, formally yielded up to the pope, ^hird Institutes, I 
and a valuation of the ecclesiastical livings within England was made, “ to the end! 
that his holiness might know and be answered of that yearly revenue;” (vide 2nd 
Institutes, 627.) Sir Edward Coke again cites an ancient record on this subject, Hill. 

34 Edward I. anno 1307. At a Parliament held at Carlisle great complaints were Godolphin’s Ecde- 
made of oppressions of churches, &c. by the pope’s legate, in which Parliament the siastical Law 
King, with the assent of his Barons, denied the payment of First Fruits ; and to this 
effect he wrote to the pope, who relinquished his demand ; and the First Fruits were 
for two years given to the King by that Parliament. At the period of the Refor- 
mation these revenues were taken from the pope ; and as the clergy had theretofore 
expressed every willingness to contribute so much of their income to the then head 
of the church, it was thought proper, when the papal power was abolished in England, 
and the King became the supreme head of the church there, to transfer and annex! 
by Act of Parliament, this revenue to the Crown of England ; in consequence of 
which, the act of the 26th Henry VIII. (English) first above mentioned, was passed JL nder v 86 8 ’ 
and a new and general Valor Beneficiorum was then made, which to this day of^rstFrai^aSJ 
remains the rule for ascertaining the First Fruits of such benefices as were then rated. a n , ew and £ eneral 

Valor Beneficiorum 1 

Several attempts were subsequently made to alter the rate of First Fruits, and to S. P t, „ rs-ralJ ! 
have it increased by a re-valuation. In the reign of queen Elizabeth, part of her ations in England, 
ministry resolved to have issued a writ of melius inquirendum, or review of the In the rei s n of 
value of ecclesiastical dignities and benefices, but the archbishops and bishops of Queen El ‘ Z ' 
England being against any new valuation, assembled in convocation, and remon- 
strated, that if such a writ were sent forth it would not in likelihood turn to the 
queen’s commodity ; they stating, that some benefices rateable were then less than 
what they had been already valued at. In consequence of which it appears that the 
plan of a new valuation was at that time given up, not, as it would appear, that such 
re- valuation was contrary to the statute or common law of the land, but, as already 
stated, that it were not likely that it would be attended with advantage to the 
queen’s revenue. On this subject nothing further appears to have been done until 
the reign of James i. when the measure of a new valuation was again revived, and Revived in the reigi 
the king, having conferred with his lord treasurer Cranfield on the subject, and it of J ames 1- 
having been represented to his majesty, not that it was contrary to law, but that it 
might tend to injure the interests of the clergy, the king did not persist in the pro- 
ject. The question was again renewed in the reign of Charles I. but it seems to And again in the 
have been prevented by the interest of archbishop Laud. reign of Charles i. 



Soon after the restoration of Charles II. a new extended valuation of First Fruits And lastly in the 
and lenths was again projected, but it does not appear to have been carried into re »gn of Charles 2 . 
effect, probably because it was for a time obviated by a practice then instituted of 
taking from the clergy (over and above the four bonds which they had formerly 
passed for the payment of the old valuation) a fifth bond for a future account, to be 
called for upon any review or future valuation; which having been universally 
acceded to by the clergy must be presumed to have been according to law ; and, 
it is submitted, was in effect a re-valuation. It does not appear however, that the pay- 
ment of this fifth bond was ever exacted ; but that it was not contrary to law that 
it should be so. The clergy were not discharged from it until the 2d and 3 d years En „ Act of £ , d an( 
1 ,°^ Q u . een Anne, when the Act passed for the making more effectual 3d of Queen Anne 

lei Majesty s gracious intentions for the augmentation of the maintenance of the 
poor clergy ; when it was enacted, with reference to the said fifth bond, that one a M « MpK ti« 
bond only should be given or required for the four payments of the First Fruits, the fifth bond. 

“ '™ich said ™t Fruits, it is enacted, as well as the Tenths payable by the clergy 
shall hereafter be answered and paid according to such rates and proportions only, 
as the same have heretofore been usually rated and paid.” Since the passing of 
this Act, which it is supposed terminated any intention or attempt which might be 
made for a new valuation in England, nothing appears to have been done respecting 
tiie augmentation of First Fruits in that part of the Empire. 

These 
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■These attempts op- 
posed by the Clergy 
ftai England, while 
Ijhe First Fruits 
Bu rned part of the 
loyal revenue, 
jpo re-valuation in 
•Ireland since the 
feign of Charles 1. 

!>uccession of oilicers 
continued regularly. 

JlLetters patent in the 
IfOth year of Queen 
Anne, granting First 
prnits to Trustees for 
the building and re- 
pair of churches, the 
purchase of glelies, 
ind impropriations. 



12 PAPERS RELATING TO 

These several attempts at extending and increasing the value of ecclesiastical 
benefices in England was universally, and perhaps properly, opposed by the clergy, 
while the First Fruitsand renths formed a part of the royal revenue; and no intention 
ot a re- valuation in England appears since the passing of the last-recited Act of Par- 
liament: neither does it appear that in Ireland any of the above-recited projects 
for a re- valuation had been attempted after the reign of Charles I. as already stated - 
which may perhaps be attributed to the unsettled state of the kingdom from the 
period ofthe rebellion m '641, to a short time previously to the reign of Queen 
Anne. 1 he succession oi clerks and remembrancers, or receivers of the First Fruits 
was however regularly continued, with similar powers to those already recited. 

By letters patent of Queen Anne, dated 7th February In the 10th year of her 
reign, the Queen granted to Narcissus, Archbishop of Armagh, and several others 
therein named, all and all manner of First Fruitsissuing out of ecclesiastical benefices 
payable by the clergy in the kingdom of Ireland, by whatsoever name the same are 
called ; to have and to hold the same to the uses therein mentioned, viz. for the 
building and repairing of churches, the purchase of glebes, where they are wanting 
and of impropriations wherever the benefice is not sufficient for the liberal mainte- 
nance of the clergy having cure of souls. In this grant the First Fruits are stated 
as casual and uncertain, seldom exceeding 4 or 500/. a year, which the Queen’s 
ministry wisely appropriated to the laudable purposes contained in the patent, and 
thereby put an end to any speculations for increasing same, which might be made 
wlide it continued a branch of the revenue ofthe Crown. It has been also suggested 
that one of their principal inducements was a hope that the opposition invariably 
shown by the higher clergy, as already detailed, to a new valuation, while the First 
bruits went to the state, would wholly cease, or rather that such valuation would 
be promoted by them when the produce was to be applied to the benefit of the 
church. 



The aforesaid letters 
■atent confirmed by 
tat. 2 Geo. 1. c. 15. 



By statute enacted in Ireland, 2 Geo. I. chap. l 5 , the said letters patent were 
tully confirmed ; and it was enacted, that the several persons to whom the First Fruits 
were thereby granted, or intended to be granted, should and might for ever there- 
after have and hold the said First Fruits in the said letters patent mentioned, to them 
and their successors, and should and might for ever thereafter have, hold and enjoy 
all rirst Fruits arising or becoming due, or which should thereafter arise and become 
due, in Ireland, formerly payable to the Crown, subject to the several uses, trusts 
&c. m said letters patent expressed and limited, and discharged of and from all 
rights and titles which the king then had, or his heirs or successors might have, to 
them or any of tnera, in right of his crown or prerogative royal. 

See said Act, stat. at large, vol. 4. pa. 398. 

I have read it. C. E. A. 



? y anothe . r enacted in Ireland, lo Geo. I. chap. 7, whereby the trustees 

orated, and a power ant * commissioners ot rirst bruits were incorporated, it was enacted sect 5 that 
ter ngFiret "; heneve ? any Pfrish or parishes, or parts thereof, then liable to the payment of First 
bruits, should be divided by virtue of the act for “ real Union and Division of 
Parishes,” 2 Geo. I. chap. 14, it should and might be lawful for the chief governor 
and governors, and privy council for the time being, in and by the instrument in 
writing whereby such division should be made, approved or confirmed by them, to 
settle and ascertain a just proportion of the First Fruits then due for such parish or 
parishes, or part thereof, which should be so divided ; and that such First Fruits as 
should be thereby ascertained, and no other, should from thenceforth be payable 
out of and for such parish or parishes, or part thereof, respectively ; and where any 
parish had been theretofore divided, the archbishop and bishop of the diocese were 
empowered to settle and ascertain a just proportion of the First Fruits. 



B y another act, gth Geo. II. chap. 12. sect. 5 and 6, upon the division or union 
of parishes, the Bishop is empowered and directed to inquire into the value of sucli 
parishes, or parts of parishes, as are separated and divided from the old parish, and 
erected into the new parish, and to return the adjudication into the Exchequer, by 
ind also, undersold " hich only such parishes should be charged. And by a subsequent act, 29th Geo. 11. 
jeo, 3.C. 18. chap. 1 8. sect. 6, reciting that it was necessary that the trustees and commissioners 
of First Fruits, m order to the more regular making proper augmentation of poor 
livings, should be informed of the clear improved yearly value as therein stated, it 
was enacted, that the respective archbishops and bishops of every diocese were em- 
powered and required from time to time, as well by the oath of two or more credible 

witnesses 
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witnesses (which oath they were thereby empowered to administer) as , by all other 
lawful ways and means, to inform themselves of the clear improved yearly value of 
every benefice as therein stated, and how arising, where commonly reputed under 
60/. per annum ; and the same to certify to the trustees and commissioners of first 
fruits, who were thereupon empowered to augment any such benefice, &c. as is 
therein set forth. 

See said acts. 

I have read them. C. E. A. 

By statute 12th Geo. I. chap. 10, it is enacted, that when any certificate shall be J n a j U i 4 n 0 e ^^ n ^ ! er 
given for any sum or sums of money to be charged upon any archbishoprick, sta t. 12. Geafilc. 10! 
bishoprick, or other ecclesiastical living, for any building or improvements, such cer- 
tificate shall contain a true account of the clear yearly value or income of the said 
archbishoprick, bishoprick or ecclesiastical living, as the same shall be proved to be. 

Here the words “ clear yearly value,” mean the improved value ; for since the pass- 
ing of this act all valuations made under it have been of the improved yearly value 
of the day, and not otherwise, as appears by these valuations on record in the chief 
secretary’s office. This observation is introduced, as it has been argued that the 
words “ just and true value” in the act of 28th Henry VIII., and in the present 
patent of the office of First Fruits herein after detailed, mean “ not the improved 
value,” but the nominal value set down in the old taxation. And it is likewise 
observable, that various subsequent statutes respecting the church are of the like 
tenor and effect. 

I have read it. 

C. E. A. 

No re -valuation having taken place in Ireland, as is supposed from the causes 
before stated, the fund arising from the First Fruits was consequently trifling, and 
quite inadequate to the purposes for which it was vested in the trustees and commis- 
sioners, insomuch that it became necessary in the year 1758 to apply for paidia- r n 1758 , a commit- 
mentary aid ; in consequence of which, a committee of the House of Commons was * f C com neons' House 
appointed to inquire into the state and management of the fund, who reported, that pointed Tohiquurc 
from the date of the Queen’s letters patent (before recited) to the trustees, to the into state of First 
commencement of the year 1 755, (a period of upwards of 40 years,) the Board fund - 
received out of the said fund 15,853/. 95. id£. and that within the same period eir report, 

they laid out in the purchase of glebes and impropriate tithes, and in building glebe- of^oyelrs^i^sssi. 
houses, 16,830/. 12^. gd. over and above all salaries and incidental expenses. The 9*. \d\. 
difference between these sums, the committee reported, was defrayed by voluntary Payments, i6,8so/. 
contributions from the Archbishops, Bishops, and some of the Clergy of the Kingdom, * a 9 d ' 

This is the first time since the First Fruits had been vested in trustees that Parliament yohmtary%OTtri- 
appears to have directed their attention to the subject ; and the inquiries thus insti- butions from the 
tuted seem to have led to the intention of a new valuation of all ecclesiastical clcr gy- 
dignitaries and benefices, as shall be presently stated. 

See the Commons Journals. 

I have read them. C. E. A. 

By Patent, dated 2 2d March 1764, James Glascock and Nicholas Kempston, p atent in 1764 , ap- 
esqrs. were appointed remembrancer, clerk and receiver of the First Fruits, with 
power to do and execute all and singular such things as the Chancellor of Ireland, Kempston, remem- 
the Master of the Rolls, and Vice Treasurer of Ireland, or any one of them, could brancer, clerk and 
or ought to do by virtue of the acts of parliament therein mentioned, one of which F^ t v " wlt i, F ^ ers 
was the act of 28th Henry VIII. before recited. as the chancellor. 

See Copy Patent. &c - &c - 

I have read it. C. E. A. 

Soon after this granting of the Patent, viz. in 1766, the trustees and commission- in 1766 , the Trus- 
ers of First Fruits appear to have taken into their consideration the subject of a new oners of Fi°™™ ruita 
general taxation of ecclesiastical benefices in Ireland, and accordingly communicated take up the subject 
several queries to the clerk or remembrancer of First Fruits before named, some of of ecc'eslasticd be”” 
which were, first, “ Whether a new valuation of livings throughout the Kingdom n efices. 
ought not to be made, (if it might be done with little expense to the church,) that Queries sent by them 
the poor clergy may be eased, and the rich pay their just proportion ; that an equality “ d F £*j 

may be had in things relating to charity, and impropriations may be made liable to Fruits above men - 
pay, when being purchased they cease to be impropriate; second, Whether the new Honed. First Query, 
* 60. D act Second Query. 
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Third Query. 



Answer to first 
Query. 



I Answer to second 
i Query. 



Answer to third 
Query. 



>4 PAPERS RELATING TO 

act for the real union and division of parishes will not make a new taxation neces 
sary, as well on the account of First Fruits, as other charges incident to living S u< h 
as quit-rent, port-corn, and schoolmasters and quarta pars : third, Whether a nrivate 
valuation may not first be made by the bishop of each diocese, and a medium taken 
of the last three years as set to farmers, which will make matters very easy as to com 
missioners. To which queries the officer returned the following answers- viz 
first, a more equal valuation would certainly be very useful, as many rich firings' 
particularly in the northern dioceses, are rated at very small valuations ; many within 
the rate exempted; and many poor ones taxed above their present value ; and there 
are many m the city of Dublin, and throughout the whole Kingdom, which were 
™ 1 ¥ d ; “ d , 14 18 apprehended no great expense could attend such a valuation 
and that it would be soon reimbursed by the rise on a new taxation; second the 
union and division of parishes will make it necessary, (if not to have a new taxation) 
at least to have some proper regulation in the office of First Fruits, in regard to the 
mngs thus united or divided, as it is apprehended, a considerable loss yearly accrues 
to the fund, for wantof proper information of First Fruits, of the several livings in such 
union therein ; and by reason of their taking new names upon such union or division ■ 
and it is humbly submitted, whether all unions and divisions of parishes already made 
or hereafter to be made, should not be authentically certified into the office of First 
Fruits, so as the officer might be enabled to put them in charge, if chargeable ; and 

retes fro th° U U be "f fT y - t0 have a retum ‘he bishops, or certifi- 

cates from the proper officers, of the livings annexed to bishopricks, which at present 
do not appear to this officer ; third, the expediency of the measure proposed in thfi 
queiy is submitted to the honourable Board of First Fruits.” " " 

These queries and answers are on recordamong the papers of the First Fruits Office 

Nothing however appears to have been done in consequence of the preceding 
queues and answers ; but it is supposed that the Board of First Fruits would no°t 
have contemplated such new valuation if it had not been according to law; 

‘ “y be further presumed that such re-valuation would have taken place 
enher at that time or since, were it not for the annual grants about that period com- 

Parfiam’enr hlCh ^ ““ ™ CC that time continued to receive from 

rethMa^'“«* Kd * ett | T P “ te f “i^ nng dat p the 30th May 1812, the office of clerk of the First 
grantmg; office „f Fruits and Twentieth I arts, and the office and offices of receiver and clerk of the 

■ and ^“cSfshtpTS 4 bri P “ 1;fc k or „ remera r b ™“ r “ f First Fruits or Twentieth Parts 

ckrkofFiruFruit., 5“ “Jr™™ apricks, bishopricks, &c. in Ireland, was granted unto Walter James 

j£S£EFS" f Sh ”^ aMD ’ es( i ,lires ' “ d survivors 

Archbishopncks, ■ , . .’ o v> ei e also by the said letters patent appointed commis- 

&c. to w. Glascock, sioners and commissioner, from time to time to collect, lew and receive nut 

tSSSSS* S” Tt ,eaI . Ch t , f p’ the rf, and *™ value aU - d id Fir : 
Mason and survivor. “ d Twentieth Parts of all and singular the said archbishopricks, bishopricks 

Earsa: and Ps * 5ccs whatCTer > and *» «4o»S 

sionersand Commis- “ d J«“4 for the sa,d 1 Irst * and Twentieth Parts according to rates and taxations 

sinner. thereupon now made or hereafter to be made, and by different statutes or arts nf 

and r«ei“. “ ’ P«^!®t ™ide in Ireland in the aSth year of Henry vill. ordained and established 

Stoond, to examine and “ ta *™g and executing bonds and all other securities for the payment, and the 

just and true values. absol T rcta ' u unt ^ * u ^- y P a ^ ^ a ^d satisfied ,• and they were also granted full and 
Third, to compound . 0 , te P°wer and authority of giving acquittances, and to do and execute all and 

ifec^to irXffi S "r anvofthem 6 C1 T; Cell ° r ’ Rolls and Vice-treasurer of 

the rates therein or of them > “uld or ought to do by virtue of the said acts of par- 

now made, or here- riameilt. a 

| kfter to be made. o'n a 

' Fourth, to take and ^^PY Said Patent : 

sxecute bond, and I have read it. C. E. A. 

an other securities, and retain same. Fifth fopiwarntiithinra.c , ... 

| Chancellor, *c. ennld do node, the ActTof Hemy ^ U ‘ tH ” ce ‘- A " d ^ ‘<«b thi„ e s as the 

. H «re it may he observed, that by the preceding patent the officers are appointed 
she addition of being lAe all their predecessors, clerks or receivers and remembrancers of First Frmts ■ and 
tj waddttion thereto they are appointed commissioners Within the Ltffig of 
statute of Henry s, statute of Henry VIM., with powers similar to those contained in the commis 

rteSSft lTch!rts ,“t> the valui ' tIons had ' been made in the reign of Elizabeth, James 
die commissions, h-iuries I. 1 he officers accordingly, from the time that they were so appointed, 

intended 
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intended to take effectual measures for carrying into effect the powers with which 
they were so invested, whereby a competent and permanent fund would be created 

mente £35? i f Flrtt Fruits ’ ™ h » ut living recourse to IW 

??* ’ expecting that the Board would take the subject into consideration 

without subjecting the officers to the hazard, expense and difficulty, which would 
attend such measure, unless sanctioned by the authority of Government or the 

dn°ne d s W ,f 0Se ‘ “ fu ? ds had been Pl aced I but the Board not having 

done so and several vacancies having lately occurred by deaths and promotion! 
among the dignitaries and beneficed clergy of the church in Ireland, die actinu 
°® c ' r un , der f tbe af " esa,d P at <*t. O” the 20th February 1822, laid a Memorial beforf 
the Board of First Fruits, praying, that for the purpose of carrying into effect the 
aforesaid powers, the Board would be pleased to gran? such sum or sLs as Culd be 
necessary for the purpose, but on which Memorial the Board has not been since 
pleased to make any order or communication to the officer. Under these circum 
for their Sr T" mtends to a PP ] y *® the Lords of the Treasury for aid ; and 
on the fodowfo^jHiints! Pr6P ” d requests *»* °P M ™ 

Q !l7v»lf'i- Whet fw ! un i er . the circumstances herein before stated, the 
old valuations of First Fruits are to be considered in law as permanent, 
and always to continue the same; or whether the patentees or commis- 
saoners named m the patent of 30th May 1812, have now the power of 
S IreLVr" V,aU “ t,0n ° f a11 the ecclesiastical dignities and benefices 

2d. If so, what are the necessary legal steps to be taken for the purpose ? 

OPINION. 

By the act of Henry VIII. such person as that king, his heirs and successors 
should from time to time name and depute, by commission under the gre!t seal’ 
has power and authority, as well to examine and search for the full value of tile 
First rruffs by all necessary means, as to compound and agree for the rate of them • 

Master 6 of the >I RoIl l™ T iearly ‘ he Same P ° Wer which tho ««>ncellor; 

de^ontd nft L» mtSe! r TreaSUrer ’ ™“ ld bare had by that act, if such 

in F ZT tbe . nature ? f the . g rant of ™ch an office, the power of taking an inquisition 
m order to inquire into tile annual value of benefices necessarily follows ; and such 

SCr?hTu °P m 'on, be taken from time to time ; for no statute generally 

declares that a valuation being once made, another valuation shall not be made 5 - 
and in order to fulfil the objects of the legislature, a power of re-valuing is necessary’ 
Accordingly (as is stated) the Primacy, “the dioces? of Kilm„re,“S !e!eS^' 
tones and vicarages, have been re-taxed, and their values increased on the last 

ST'A nn! J Tth fi SS U haS bee " tak “ h y the lettcrs P«ton of 

Queen Anne, and the confirmatory statute of 2d George I. or by some other 

Now b rrV' 1 0 P™ <m > s ‘> u remain in the Crown, and be the subject of grant. 
Now it is to be observed, that ever since that statute of George I. to the present 
une, the Crown has granted the office of Remembrancer of !he First Fruits in 
very extensive terms, and as if such power existed. 

in a pa ‘ ant t0 1 GIascock and N. Kempston of the office 

tW wrml™ T T f Ma J est y> b y which th e same powers were given to 

^lTor S Ml!ter‘of all „ thin S s relating t<> that office, as the Chan- 
Hen™ vm M the Rolls, or Vice Treasurer, could have done under the act of 
Mr Mas™ JT m i° Se P °- WCrS ‘ n 6 P °' Ver ° f valuin g is toduded. The patent of 
ment ! 1S , Pa 6rS “ e - qUaIIy extensiTe i ™ d « «<»>l d require some argu- 

those p!teZi%aL Unng “ n 6nt,re CentUry ^ Cr ° Wn haS been ifl ad ™ ed - andal1 

By the letters patent of queen Anne, and the statute of George 1. the First Fruits 
were certainly granted from the Crown to trustees for certain purposes and by a 
the trustees are incorporated ; but the clans! of the’ statute of 
living Ac Is ! " g f he grantm £ of commissions to inquire into the value of 
nrofiSw h eXpreSS - ly ’ aS 1 conoeire ' impMly repealed. Although the 
p oiits have been appropriated in a particular manner, the court of Exchequer and 

Crown - 



under which the va- 
luations had been 
made, in the reign of 
Elizabeth, James, and 
Charles. 



Acting officer on the 
20th February 1822, 
memorialled Board 
of First Fruits pray- 
ing aid to carry pow- 
ers into effect. 

But no order or com- 
munication thereon. 
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Crown-offices, have always acted as if the power of recovering the amount of the 
First Fruits still remained in the king, for all process for the recovery of them still 
issues in his name ; and indeed, such part of the power or prerogative of the Crown 
as has not been expressly taken away must still remain. But even if by those acts 
the power created by the act of Henry VIII. were transferred to the corporation, 
nothing has been done, in my apprehension, to extinguish the power of re- valuing ; 
it would still subsist and be vested in the corporation. But the statute of 29th Geo. 
II. c. 1 8, s. 4, vol. 7, p. 362, in my opinion, removes all doubts which the grant 
might possibly have created ; for by that section, all statutes and provisions touch- 
ing the First Fruits and the charge or discharge of them, which were in force at the 
time of granting those letters patent, and not expressly repealed, are declared to be 
in full force. 

I am therefore of opinion that the present patentees of the office have power to 
re-value all such benefices, &c. the present rates of which have not been expressly 
declared by statute to be permanent ; and that the holding of an inquisition for 
that purpose is legal. For I cannot conceive, that if some livings have been ex- 
pressly exempted from a re-valuation, any inference can be made of an intention to 
exempt all livings which have been already valued ; the contrary inference is in my 
mind much more legitimate. The proposed measure is doubtless of great import- 
ance, the patentees should therefore proceed on it with that great caution and 
delicacy which is due to that respectable body whose interests may be affected by 
its execution ; and should for that purpose endeavour to procure the sanction of the 
Lord Chancellor and the principal dignitaries of the church ; those eminent persons 
when convinced (as I think they must be) that the cause of religion must be pro- 
moted by such a measure, will doubtless give their assent, and lend their assistance 
to it. 

_ C.E. Allen, 
Fitzwilliam-street, Dublin. 

8th January 1823. 



FURTHER CASE. 

AFTER the statement on which the foregoing opinion was given had been sub- 
mitted to counsel, and his opinion obtained on it, the Remembrancer of First 
Fruits procured a copy of a case stated on the part of the Board of First Fruits 
against the office, with the Attorney-General’s opinion thereon ; and being de- 
sirous that the points in question should be thoroughly investigated, has directed 
same to be herewith laid before you, for your further consideration and advice on 
the subject. 

OPINION. 

I have read a copy of the case submitted to the Attorney-General, and his 
opinion on it. No person can entertain a more unfeigned respect for his talents 
than I do ; but after having bestowed on the subject every attention of which I am 
capable, I feel myself bound to say that I cannot acquiesce in his reasonings. I 
still think that the power of re-taxing the value of livings has been fully conferred 
on the patentees by the patent under which they hold their office, and that they 
can proceed from time to time to ascertain those values. Before I read that case 
or opinion, I had anticipated, and (I hope) have successfully answered, some ob- 
jections that have been raised against a re-valuation, I mean those founded on the 
past taxations, and on the acts of the Legislature in respect of some livings, the 
rate of the First Fruits of which seem to have been settled, and also in respect of 
some united parishes. And I have also adverted to (and I think answered) an 
objection which might perhaps have been made, but of which no notice has been 
taken in that case or opinion ; I mean the objection which might perhaps have arisen 
from Queen Anne’s patent, and the confirmatory statute of Geo. I. I have given 
to those objections and reasonings all possible consideration, but my opinion remains 
unshaken. I must observe, that the case submitted to the Attorney-General 
seems to have been framed with the view of eliciting an opinion against the power 
of re-taxation, for it is replete with argument and inference, but does not afford all 
the information necessary to enable a lawyer to form a decided opinion j in par- 
ticular, it altogether omits the fact that the values of the Primacy, and of many 

benefices, 
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benefices have been increased by a new taxation ; and on the contrary, asserts that 
no second valuation has ever been made. Now in a question of this nature that 
fact is of gieat value, and should not have been omitted. 

, „ C. Edmund Allen, 

i Oth January, 1 823. Fitzwilliam-street, Dublin. 



B. 5. 

Copies of the Right Honourable Henry Goulburn’s Letter, respecting the First 
1 ruits , and of Mr. Shaw Mason’s Answer thereto. 

1 T • , . Dublin Castle, 20th January 182'?. 

• f L * eutenant has received from the Board of First Fruits a Memo- 

theoffir Wh f h l 4 ?”? yo "> actin S for y° ul ' self and the other patentees of 

the office of clerk of First Fruits, have since the month of May last uniformly con- 
tinued to refuse from the Archbishops and Bishops who have been appointed by the 

ShTed t he ^ ^neficed clergymen who have beei instituted or 

intitled to institution since that time, the First Fruits payable by a valuation 
upon the records and books now remaining in the Court of Exchequer ■ upon the 

pretence of certain powers vested in you by your patent; and as’it appears that 

r s ^r PUtmp0SSe !,T 0f theo P inion ° f ‘be Attorney Generaf in whkh 
he states the course pursued by you to be not justified by law, I have received the 
Loid Lieutenant s commands to desire that you will no longer oppose obstacles to 
hedue mstrtutmn of the several clergy concerned, or continue, by your rS to 
leceive the First Fruits, to impair the fund committed to the charge of the Board. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Wm. Shaw Mason, Esq. Henry Goulburn. 



Record Tower, Castle Lard, 22d January 1823. 
I-™ tbe honour . to acknowledge your letter of the 20th instant, com- 
“w™ - that 1 shouIli not »PPOSe obstacles to 
Firs?Fr ft t U i0n ° f tu e r eve - ral C er ? y c ° nceraed ’ or continue, by refusal to receive 
I irst Fruits, to impair the fund committed to the charge of the Board of First Fruits ; 

m™t- d o'd° n a f 1 ® 1 ? 0 ™ 1 from t,lat . Board , containing the several allegations therein 
mentioned, and referring to an opinion of the Attorney-General on the subject ; 

have „ t P y ’ / IeaTe ’. Wlth , evei 7 ™ s P ect for the Memorialists, to state, that I 
Wefi f ? PP ° S “I ° bStaC ES t0 the Promotion of the several dignitaries Di- 
verted ?< * ° ergy ” en * haTln S bcc “ now and at “11 times ready, under the powers 
vested m me by law to compound with them for the just and true value of their 
several ecclesiastical dignities and benefices, or to take the nominal value as formerly 
reserving in all such instances the right of the Crown to improve the fund for the 
benefit of the church. Secondly, That I have continued to receive and pay over to 

«h a ia C n °- Z ° f u the B ° ari a11 First FrUitS falIi "S due previously to the 

I rn T? ' f nd regard ‘° the A «omey-General’s opinion, for which 
document wll ^ P ° SSlb le 1 shouId h “P e ‘hat a perusal of the enclosed 

h, ? m Z. I v throw some useful lights on this important question, and induce 
him to take it again into his consideration. 

month of F V b a,S ° t , os “ e ,’ f° r bis Excellency’s information, that so far back as the 
month of February last I laid a Memorial before the Board of First Fruits, station 
the powers vested in me by law for improving that fund of which the Board are th? 
guaidians; and praying, for the purpose of carrying such powers into effect, that 
& g™t such sum or sums of moneyas would be necessary for the purpose; 

on t e subiect ” T f f plCa v d to make “‘F ordcr or cumuiunication to me 

I I T 1 fe ™y duty to bring the whole matter under the view of the 

Ts tatemcrn 6 iTl' 7 ’ i ° r ’'bcir Lordships satisfaction and information prepared 

with Z : ’ hlch havm f previously submitted to counsel, I transmitted same, 

requesting pecuniary aid and direction 

29 °' ' ® Under 
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Under all these circumstances I did not feel myself warranted in accepting from 
the several persons who have been recently promoted to ecclesiastical dignities and 
benefices less than the just and true value of the First Fruits of the same, or the nominal 
value, reserving the Crown’s right. And on taking into consideration the great 
benefit that must accrue to the church from an improved collection of the revenue 
of First Fruits, without any increase to the public burdens of the country, I trust 
that I will stand justified, in his Excellency’s opinion, in the course which I have 
adopted, and in awaiting the orders of the Lords of the Treasury on the subject. 
At the same time, I beg leave most respectfully to state, that my conduct in this 
proceeding shall be regulated by such commands as his Excellency may think pro- 
per to impose, relying on the protection and justice of the Government for my in- 
demnity and compensation. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. &c. &c. 

W. Shaw Mason. 

To the Right. Hon. Henry Goulburn, &c. &c. &c. 



B. 6. 



Copy Letters from William Gregory, Esq. to Mr. Shaw Mason, dated the 2 2d 
February 1823 ; and his answer thereto, on the 24th of the same month. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 22d February 1823. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint you, that the Attorney 
and Solicitor- General are of opinion that the patent appointing Messrs. Glascock 
and you clerks of the First Fruits is not a commission under the great seal within 
the meaning of the 28th Henry vm. c. 8, and consequently that you, as clerks of 
First Fruits (who are not bound by any oaths to value truly) have no authority to 
make any valuations of benefices under the statute. And I am directed to add, that 
should you persist in your claim to the exercise of a power which it was never 
intended you should have, and which the law does not justify, his Excellency will 
feel himself under the necessity of giving directions that your patent (which is only 
during pleasure) should be revoked. 

I am, Sir, &c. &c. &c. 

JV. Gregory. 

William Shaw Mason, Esq. 



Record Tower, Castle Yard, 24th February 1 823. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2 2d, commu- 
nicating his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant’s directions respecting the First Fruits ; 
and beg leave to state, that in obedience thereto I shall proceed to enter into com- 
position with the parties concerned for the First Fruits of their several dignities and 
benefices at the ancient or nominal values. 



Wm. Gregory, Esq. &c. &c. &c. 



I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

&c. &c. &c. 

IV. Shaw Mason. 



B. 7. 

Further Case on behalf of the First Fruits Office, transmitted to the Chief Secretary 
of Ireland, on the 28th February 1823. 

Since counsel’s opinions were obtained on the case stated on behalf of the Re- 
membrancer of First Fruits, a letter has been received by him from the Under- 
secretary, Mr. Gregory, stating that the Attorney and Solicitor-General were of 
opinion, “ that the patent appointing Messrs. Glascock and Mason clerks of the 

First 
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First Fruits, was not a commission under the Great Seal within the meaning of the 
28th Henry VIII. c. 8., and consequently, that as clerks of the First Fruits (who 
are not bound by any oath to value truly) they have no authority to make any valua- 
tion of benefices under the statute.” 

Vide same, dated 2 2d February 1823. 

From the tenor of this opinion it is apprehended that the law officers have not 
seen the patent of 1812, which appoints the patentees, in express terms, “ Commis- 
sioners and Commissioner from time to time to examine and search for the just and 
true value of the First Fruits, &c. under the 28th Henry VIII.” nor the oath of 
office taken by the acting Patentee on his appointment, which contains the following 
passage : “ And nothing shall you take of any person, whereby any wrong or pre- 
judice shall be done to the King,” &c. 

Copies of these documents, with your former opinions, are accordingly herewith 
laid before you ; and your further advice and opinion of the whole of this important 
case is earnestly and immediately requested. 



OPINION: 

I think from the tenor of their opinion, as stated in the preceding pao-e, the 
Attorney and Solicitor- General agree with me, that the power of new valuing 
benefices, &c. is^still vested in the Crown. I have considered my former opinions, 
and Mr. Mason’s Commission, and adhere to my opinion, that the patent, appoint- 
ing Messrs. Glascock and Mason Remembrancer and Clerk of the First Fruits, and 
Commissioners, is a commission under the great seal within the meaning of the 
statute of Henry VIII. referred to in that opinion, and that as commissioners 
apointed by that commission they have authority to make valuations of benefices 
under that statute ; such powers are expressly given them by that commission, as 
the Chancellor, Master of the Rolls, and Vice-treasurer had under that statute ; 
and they are thereby appointed commissioners. Now one of these powers which 
(if that commission had not passed) would be vested in those three officers, is that 
of valuing benefices. The commission is under the great seal, and I really do not 
see how it is possible to mistake or explain away the nature or extent of the powers 
vested in Mr. Shaw Mason and co-patentees. Mr. Mason should however, in my 
opinion, submit to the commands of the Lord Lieutenant. 

C. Ed. Allen, 

24th February 1823. Fitzwilliam-street, Dublin. 

All which is respectfully certified at the Record Tower, Dublin Castle, on 
the 1 oth day of April 1 823, by me, 

JV. Shaw Mason , 

Acting Rem r and Rec r of First Fruits, 
and Commissioner for valuing same. 
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THE FIRST FRUITS REVENUE 
IN IRELAND : 

VIZ. 

COPIES OF ALL LETTERS OR MEMORIALS 

Addressed by any Officers of the Board of First 
Fruits in Ireland, to the Commissioners of that 
Board ; or, to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Treasury ; or, to the Chief Secretary of Ireland 
with Copies of the Answers given to such Letters 
or Memorials ; and of any Orders made thereon- 
during the years 1822 and 1823, — respecting 
the more exact Valuation and Collection of the 
Revenub arising therefrom. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

25 April 1823. 



29 tV 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



